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237 December 2015

Police Observations — Renewal of a Sexual Enfertainment Venue {SEV) Licance
Upstairs VIP, Mansion, $3 — 55 Micklegate, Yorlk,

On the 8" Aprit 2010, Section 27 of the Folieing and Crime Act 2009 was introduced. This
jegistatlon rectassified lap dancing clubs and other similar venues as ‘sexual eniertainment
venues' : A sex establishment under Schedule 3 of the Local Government {Miscellaneous
Brovisions ) Act 1882, This allowed lucal authorities who adopted the provisions of the legistation
to regulate tap dancing clubs and simifar venues wnder the same regime as sex shops.

The City of York councit adopted the provisions of the legislation and on the 7* October 2010 the
resolution was approved by fuli councii.

Paragraph 10(18} under Schedule 3 of the act states:

< in considering any application for the grant, renawal or lransfer of & licence the focal authority
shall have regard lo any observations submitted to them by the chief afficer of police and any

objections of which notice has been serit to them under sub paragraph (158}, °

On behaif of the Chief Officer of North Yorkshire Police | wish 1o make the following observations
on ihe renewat of the SEV licence for Upstairs VIP.

\n December 2014, whan the SEV licence was last renewed, Notth Yorkshire Police made a
representation to the City of York Counail afier compiiance checks uncoverad various breaches of
the standard condiflons which are applicable to licances Issued to sex establishments. The city of
York council renewed the SEV licence on February 23" 2015 but with more robust and

erforceable conditions.

Condition 34 relates to CCTV and specifically states that carneras will cover ali areas where
dancing tekes placs, including sach dance booth, On Friday 23% Ocfober | carred out a routine
compliance check at the premises and was pleased fo see that new cameras had been installed in
alt the dance booths, except for the large VIF’ booth. This is a large roam with curtain tracks which
can effectively turn the room into 3 separate booths and if it ware 1o be used tike this then thers
wauld not be coverage of gach individual booth. | brought this te the aftention of the manager and
he assured me that this would not be the case and the reom would only be used as 1 booth. There
were 2 other CCTV cameras in this room which provided adequate coverage.

it is essential that CCTV is in sach individual booth to protect the dancers and so that the no

contact 'ruie can be enforced.
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On the renewal application the opening hours of the premises are listed as 21:00hrs 10 03:000rs 7
days a weak and non-standard timings are shown as 18:00 to 04:30 on race days (York

Racaecourse),
Condtiion 42 on the SEV ficence was also reworded for clarity and states that ‘Adult entertainment

shait not take place bafore 9:00pm, except for York race Days as spacified alsawhere in the

licence'. It is uncertain why it is acceptable to aliow adult entertainment to start from 6pm an race
days yet for the other 348 days in 2016 it can begip at 8pm. The location has not changed and at
&pm there wilt still ba visitors, residents and business owners within the town who are not thera {o
parlake within the night time economy.
This also contradicts paragraph 8.15 of the City of York Counclls standard condifions which still

state that adull entertainment shall nof take place before 9pm.

These are the observations of North Yorkshire Police and not a reprasentation and are there for
the local authority to have regard to whilst defermining the application.

PC 1770 Deborah Cooper — North Yorkshire Police Licensing Officer
Fores portfolio holder for Sexus! Entertainment Venues {SEV's)

Scarborough Police Station
Northway

Searborough
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